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out of which we had eaten, as souvenirs of the occasion.
We were now invited to " satisfy our hunger," The Empress herself set a good example by consuming several bowls of rice and milk, she using china of the Imperial yellow, while ours was yellow patterned with green and black dragons. For the Empress to eat with us was a mark of special favour, for as a rule she performed this ceremony only in private, and did not sit down to table even with her own Court ladies.
During the meal the Emperor sat as usual a little behind the Empress. No food was offered to him, but when the Empress had eaten as much of her rice as she needed she passed the half-empty bowl to him to finish. In like manner she gave him the remains of her half-sucked orange. Perhaps there was some idea in this of proving to him that the food he partook of had not been poisoned. None of us, needless to say, ate much of the Chinese fare, but after the meal we all smoked cigarettes, in which we were joined by the Emperor and Empress.
The next time I saw the Empress was in quite an unofficial way at a place called Paoting Fu, seven hours by rail from Peking, whither we had gone at the invitation of Yuan Shih Kai with the double object of visiting the university college established there by H.E., the then Viceroy of Chihli (afterwards the first President of the Chinese Republic), and of witnessing the state entry into the city of the Emperor, Empress-Dowager, and young Empress, who, together with all the Court, were returning from the annual ceremony of worshipping the remains of departed Emperors at the Western Tombs. The Court was to spend a week or more at the old Imperial PalacePEKING                          93
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